The Financial Costs for PLACE
As is evidenced by the national and local figures, domestic violence is a widespread problem which has a monumental impact on women, children, services and the community. 2004 saw the first national research on the economic impact of domestic violence (Walby 2004), these costs have been updated and translated into the yearly costs for PLACE.

Services: 

The total for costs to services amounts to £………….., broken down as follows:

· Criminal Justice System:  the cost of domestic violence to the criminal justice system is nearly one-quarter its budget for violent crime, a total of £…………. a year. The largest single component is that of the police.  Other costs include: prosecution, magistrate & crown courts, probation, prison, legal aid, jury service, defence costs not covered by legal aid, criminal injuries compensation administration. 

· Health Care: amounts to £………….. Physical injuries account for most of the impact: hospital, ambulance, GP visits, prescriptions, lost wages & travel for survivors are calculated at £…………... There is also an important element of increased use of mental health care for depression, post traumatic stress disorder, suicide & attempts costed at £………….. 

· Social Services: costs are overwhelmingly for children rather than for adults, especially those caught up in the co-occurrence of domestic violence and child abuse. A conservative estimate on this workload driven by domestic violence is £………….

· Emergency Housing: includes costs to local authorities and housing associations for housing those homeless because of domestic violence; housing benefit; and, importantly, refuges. This amounts to £…………..

· Civil Legal services: half of the costs are borne by legal aid and half by the individual amounting to £………….. This includes both specialist legal actions such as injunctions, as well as actions related to the disentangling of marriages and relationships such as divorce and child custody.

Economic Output: The cost of sickness absences/time off work due to injuries is estimated at £…………….. It is estimated that around half of the cost is borne by the employer and half by the individual in lost wages. 

Human and emotional cost: comes to £............ This is an estimate of the human costs, borne by individual victims/survivors of ‘pain, suffering and fear’ not counted in the cost of services and constructed using the established Home Office approach of the public’s willingness-to-pay to avoid these costs.  

The total costs are estimated at £........... for PLACE every year. In terms of who bears the cost it breaks down as follows: statutory services (the state) pay out £.........; it costs employers £......... & the individual survivors/victims in PLACE lose £.......... (this includes human & emotional costs, income losses from lost employment, substantial civil legal costs, some costs of moving home & some health care costs).

The true costs are likely to be much higher as there are some costs of domestic violence for which there was insufficient data to enable reliable estimates to be made and some others where only token sums were included.  The major ones include: education services; loss of employment; the long term cost implications in relation to children as the next generation (not included); informal support from friends, family, volunteers and the wider society (not included); and mental health (partly included).

As can be seen from the information above, what we are really costing is the lack of action to tackle domestic violence adequately. A great deal of the money spent as detailed above could be more efficiently used and to greater effect. For example, the evaluation of the Specialist Domestic Violence Courts (Cook et al 2004) shows that independent domestic violence advocates or advisers can reduce the number of unsuccessful criminal justice outcomes. The attention to women’s safety in their homes through the provision of support and “sanctuary schemes” as part of a package of safety and support measures has halved repeat homelessness in the London Borough of Harrow. Basically, any intervention that can provide an earlier and more effective response can save highly expensive, lengthy processes.

It is suggested that statutory agencies in PLACE consider the implementation of an “invest to save“ philosophy and that much detailed in this strategy could be achieved by re-allocating resources, rather than requiring additional ones. This would result in savings actually being made and also for the public as well, as this will result in the earlier and more effective responses. If the prevalence of domestic violence were also lowered savings would be huge. The potential gains of a joint investment process are considerable. This is consistent with the move towards evidence-based policymaking, and the development of transparent, comparable measures of the costs and benefits that flow from policy action and inaction.
